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Rubric for Scientist’s Notebooks

	
	Expert


	Practitioner


	Apprentice


	Novice



	Focus Question
	Stated clearly and relates to the main idea of the lesson.
	Somewhat clear and relates to the main idea of the lesson
	Incomplete focus question
	Unrelated to the lesson



	Prediction
	Stated clearly in a complete sentence and relates to the topic.
	Stated somewhat clearly
	Unclear prediction
	Missing prediction

	Data/Observations
	Organized, clear, and accurate

Diagrams are labeled and neat
	Organized, clear, and accurate

Diagram is missing some important information
	Somewhat organized 

Diagram is lacking important information
	Sloppy and disorganized diagram

	Claims and Evidence
	Answered clearly in complete sentences

Demonstrates an understanding of concepts.
	Answered in incomplete sentences

Demonstrates an understanding of concepts
	Shows some understanding

May include misinterpretations
	Vague or incomplete

Shows lack of understanding

	Conclusion
	Answered clearly in paragraph form

Relates back to focus question

Extends thinking


Provides all evidence
	Answered somewhat clearly in paragraph form

Relates back to focus question

Extends thinking

Provides some evidence
	Disorganized paragraph

Provides little evidence

Doesn’t relate back to focus question.
	Incomplete or lacking conclusion

	Class notes

and

Vocabulary


	Student took excellent textbook and class notes

Organized, clear, and accurate


	Student took good textbook and class notes 

Organized, clear, and accurate


	Student took okay textbook and class notes

Somewhat organized 


	Student took poor textbook and class notes 

Not organized 


Rubric Grade

	· + 98%


	Exceeds Expectations

- Demonstrates critical thinking and analysis of science topic

- Is “expert” in all areas

	    88%
	Meets Expectations

- Demonstrates understanding and analysis of science topic

- Is a mixture of “expert” and “practitioner”

	· -

     78%
	Needs Improvement

- Demonstrates  little understanding and analysis of science topic

- Is a mixture of  “practitioner” and “apprentice”

	  U

     68%
	Unsatisfactory

-Did not meet rubric requirements

 Is a “novice” 

	     0%
	Did not turn in 


Rubric Grade

	· + 98%


	Exceeds Expectations

- Demonstrates critical thinking and analysis of science topic

- Is “expert” in all areas

	    88%
	Meets Expectations

- Demonstrates understanding and analysis of science topic

- Is a mixture of “expert” and “practitioner”

	· -

     78%
	Needs Improvement

- Demonstrates  little understanding and analysis of science topic

- Is a mixture of  “practitioner” and “apprentice”

	  U

     68%
	Unsatisfactory

-Did not meet rubric requirements

 Is a “novice” 

	     0%
	Did not turn in 


